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December 2016 

 

Past events have clearly demonstrated that the 

effectiveness and success of an organization 

such as ours is dependent on its board of 

directors and committed volunteers. We have 

been very fortunate to have a core crew that has 

volunteered so  many hours/days of their  

time to get things done that  had to be done.  

It’s encouraging to note that the  Board of 

Directors for 2017 is made up largely of the  

experienced people who helped to make these 

past several years so successful. 

 

I want to thank all those who  worked so hard 

during these past six years.  Special  

thanks to Kim and Brad  who made so much of 

this progress possible –  

couldn’t have done it  

without you! 

 

ROCK ON (& ON &ON )  

       CG&MC ! 

 
Murray Simon 

President 

Charlotte Gem and Mineral 

Club 

 

 
 

 

There will be no 

Meeting on Thursday, 

December 15 

Please join us at our annual 

Christmas party,  

Friday, December 9th 

THE PREZ SAYZ 

 

This is my 72
nd

 and final newsletter 

message to the membership of the 

Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club.  It’s hard 

to believe that six years have gone by since 

I took on the position of President; a lot 

has happened during that time.  

 

When Linda and I first joined the club 

over ten years ago monthly meetings were 

held in a conference room at Discovery 

Place in downtown (or is it uptown?) 

Charlotte.  This was not a particularly 

convenient venue and meetings were often 

rather poorly attended (attendance did, 

however, improve whenever Gale Blevins 

volunteered for snacks).  In an effort to 

put our meeting place “closer to home”, 

we successfully negotiated with the Nature 

Museum to rent a meeting room the 

evening of the third Thursday of each 

month.  This arrangement lasted three to 

four years but came to an abrupt end 

when the museum announced a tripling of 

the upcoming year’s rent. And here we are 

these many years later with the Tyvola 

Senior Center serving our meeting needs 

so well. 

     
While all these changes were taking place, 

members of the CG&MC board were also 

continuously searching for a location 

where we could hold lapidary workshops. 

This search was motivated by a widely 

held conviction that it is important to pass 

on skill sets learned and used by our more 

experienced members.  I’m pleased to note 

that January 2017 represents the 

completion of a year of workshops at the 

Dairy, with many more to come. 

 
 

1      Prez Sayz 

 

2      Workshop Schedule 

 

3   Christmas Party 

 

4-6   What We Do At The       

         Dairy    

           

7       Open House 

 

8       Show Schedule 
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WORKSHOPS AT THE DAIRY 
  

This is home to our workshops. 

 

Art in The Dairy 

7701 Tuckaseegee Rd. 

Charlotte, NC 28214 

 

 

Please Note: 

For insurance purposes, 2017 CGMC dues must be paid or be current before 

taking class.  Non-members must join.  ($20/yr single membership, $25 family 

membership) 

 

Faceting Classes are available on an “as available” basis. 

If you are interested in learning to facet, contact Kim at 

gwynkim@gmail.com to arrange a time(s).   

 

 

Currently scheduled classes: 
(Classes are from 9:00 am to Approx 4:00 pm) 

(Half day equipment use – 3 hours - $25 fee) 

 ************** 

 

 

Dec 17  Cabochon Class  (4 openings)  with Murray Simon 

( $40 Class Fee ) 

Dec 17 Wire Wrap  (1 opening)  with Linda Simon 

( $40 Class Fee ) 

Copper wire is provided 

 ************** 
Anyone who wishes to sign up for any of our classes should contact 

  Martha Rogers   at   charlottegemclub@gmail.com 

  

2017 CGMC 

OFFICERS & 

BOARD 
 

President 
Kim Gwyn 

gwynkim@gmail.com 
(803) 370-0244 

 

Vice President 
Martha Rogers 

Charlottegemclub@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 
Vickie Glover 

 

Treasurer 
Ellen Gwyn 

Ellengwyn1@gmail.com 
 

Directors at Large 
Brad Glover 
Mary Fisher 

 
Web Master 

Kim Gwyn 
gwynkim@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter 
Mary Graham 

 

Past President 
Murray Simon 

msimonnc@gmail.com 
(704) 668-5658 

 

Club chairpersons 
Geode Chair 

Jimmy Strickland 
 

Workshop Chair 
Martha Rogers 

Charlottegemclub@gmail.com 
 

Christmas Party Chair 
Mary Fisher 

 

Special Events 
Anne Lockwood 

 

 
 
 

http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=1291
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=1291
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=1291
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=1291
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=1291
mailto:charlottegemclub@gmail.com
mailto:gwynkim@gmail.com
mailto:Charlottegemclub@gmail.com
mailto:Ellengwyn1@gmail.com
mailto:gwynkim@gmail.com
mailto:msimonnc@gmail.com
mailto:Charlottegemclub@gmail.com
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2016 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Friday, December 9, 2016 at 6:00 PM 

 

Turkey, ham, potatoes, vegetables and beverages will be 

provided. 

 

Side dishes (salads, coleslaw, beans, etc.) and desserts are 

needed. 

 

Family and significant others are welcome. 

 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED!!! 
CONTACT MSIMMONNC@GMAIL.COM 

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE – SEE KIM 

OR MARTHA  
 

Junior Rockhounds 
Next meeting in January 

 

 

mailto:MSIMMONNC@GMAIL.COM
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What we do at the Diary 

Facet From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

     

 

 

 

A faceted spodumene, with 

 reflecting internal inclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabochon From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

 

Amber Pendants 

The art of cutting a gem is an exacting procedure performed on a faceting 

machine. The ideal product of facet cutting is a gemstone that displays a 

pleasing balance of internal reflections of light known as brilliance, 

strong and colorful dispersion which is commonly referred to as "fire," 

and brightly colored flashes of reflected light known as scintillation. 

Typically transparent to translucent stones are faceted, although opaque 

materials may occasionally be faceted as the luster of the gem will 

produce appealing reflections. Pleonaste (black spinel) and black diamond 

are examples of opaque faceted gemstones. 

 

The dopped stone is ground at precise angles and indexes on cutting laps 

of progressively finer grit, and then the process is repeated a final time to 

polish each facet. Accurate repetition of angles in the cutting and 

polishing process is aided by the angle readout and index gear. The 

physical process of polishing is a subject of debate. One commonly 

accepted theory is that the fine abrasive particles of a polishing compound 

produce abrasions smaller than the wavelengths of light, thus making the 

minute scratches invisible. Since gemstones have two sides (the crown 

and pavilion), a device often called a "transfer jig" is used to flip the stone 

so that each side may be cut and polished.  

A cabochon (/῁kÞbᴅῄώὅn/), is a gemstone which has been shaped and polished 

as opposed to faceted. The resulting form is usually a convex (rounded) 

obverse with a flat reverse. Cutting is usually applied to opaque gems, while 

faceting is usually applied to transparent stones. Hardness is also taken into 

account as softer gemstones with a hardness lower than 7 on the Mohs 

hardness scale are easily scratched, mainly by silicon dioxide in dust and grit. 

This would quickly make translucent gems unattractiveðinstead they are 

polished as cabochons, making the scratches less evident. 

 

The usual shape for cutting cabochons is an eclipse.  The procedure is to cut a 

slab of the rough rock with a slab saw, and next to stencil a shape from a 

template. The slab is then trimmed near the marked line using a diamond 

blade sawðcalled a trim saw. Diamond impregnated wheels or silicon 

carbide wheels can be used to grind the rough rock down. Most lapidary 

workshops and production facilities have moved away from silicon carbide to 

diamond grinding wheels or flat lap disks. .  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spodumene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faceting_machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faceting_machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transparency_and_translucency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opacity_(optics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lustre_(mineralogy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleonaste
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obverse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohs_scale_of_mineral_hardness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohs_scale_of_mineral_hardness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silicon_dioxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_blade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_blade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silicon_carbide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silicon_carbide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lapidary
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Wire wrapped jewelry From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wire Wrapped Jewelry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polymer clay From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

 

Wire wrapping is one of the oldest techniques for making 

handmade jewelry. This technique is done with some jewelry 

wire and findings similar to wire (like head-pins) to make 

components. Wire components are then connected to one 

another using mechanical techniques with no soldering or 

heating of the wire. Frequently, in this approach, a wire is bent 

into a loop or other decorative shape and then the wire is 

wrapped around itself to finish the wire component making that 

loop or decorative shape permanent. Because of this technique 

for wrapping wire around itself, this craft is called wire 

wrapping. 

Frequently when making a wire wrapped bracelet or necklace, 

one would use wrapped loops to connect the components into a 

chain. For bracelets and necklaces, wrapped loops are 

recommended because open loops could be pulled apart if the 

chain were to snag. 

 

 

Polymer clay is a type of hardenable modeling clay. It 

typically contains no clay minerals, but like mineral clay a 

liquid is added to dry particles until it achieves gel-like 

working properties, and similarly, the part is put into an oven 

to harden, hence its colloquial designation as clay. Polymer 

clay is generally used for making arts and craft items, and is 

also used in commercial applications to make decorative 

parts. Art made from polymer clay can now be found in 

major museums. 

 

 Polymer clay can be used to make a variety of folk-crafts 

and jewelry 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handmade_jewelry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Findings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modeling_clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minerals
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Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club at 

the Dairy 

 
  

Open House 

December 10th 

10am-4pm 

 
Come see demonstrations of a variety of skills, using professional equipment.   Visit our 

website at  charlottegem.org 

 

Art in The Dairy  

 
7701 Tuckaseegee Rd.  

Charlotte, NC 28214  

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES MAKE GREAT STOCKING 

STUFFERS! 
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An Official Field Trip of the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society (Columbia, SC) 

 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 

Diamond Hill Mine 
100 Diamond Hill Road, Antreville, SC 

8:00 AM to Dusk 

 

 

 

COLLECTING: You can find smoky quartz, amethyst, skeletal quartz, milky quartz, clear quartz, aquamarine, drusy 

quartz, mica, & epimorphs. 

 

FEE: $15 per person regardless of age 

 

BRING: Clothing appropriate to the weather (note: if there have been recent rains, the area will be very muddy, so boots 

will be very helpful), a potato rake, a bucket, safety glasses, a rock hammer and chisel, gloves, small bags for delicate 

specimens like mica, and paper for wrapping your finds. 

 

FACILITIES: There are 2 porta potties on site.  No food or drink is sold on site, so bring plenty of water, lunch, and 

snacks. The nearest towns with restaurants are Iva, SC (10 miles away) and Abbeville, SC (16 miles away). If you are 

interested in camping onsite, you can make arrangements by calling 864-934-3744 

 

DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO MEET: 
We will be meeting at 8:00 am Eastern time 

Diamond Hill Mine 

100 Diamond Mine Road 

Antreville, SC 

DIRECTIONS FROM I-85 
1. Get off I-85 on Us-76(Clemson Blvd) toward Anderson 

2. Turn right off Us- 76 onto SC 28 

3. Follow SC 28 around Anderson 

4. Stay on ituntil you get to Emanuel Baptist Church (on right) 

5. Turn right onto Hwy 284. 

6. Travel 2.3 miles to ñold houseò on the right. 

7. Turn right here on to Suber Road. 

8. Travel 0.7 miles to Diamond Mine Road. 

9. Turn right on to Diamond Mine Road; you will see the mine entrance on your right. 

 

http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=834
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=834
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=834
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=834
http://charlottegem.org/?page_id=834
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UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

 

 

December 9-11ðLAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA: Annual show; Mammoth Rock Shows LLC, North Atlanta Gem, Mineral, 

Fossil, & Jewelry Show; Gwinnett County Fairgrounds, 2405 Sugarloaf Parkway; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Adults/Seniors $5, Children/Students 16 and under free; North Atlanta Gem, Mineral, Fossil, and Jewelry Show 2016. 23rd 
year of annual event. Offering minerals, gemstones, beads, jewelry, fossils and related items in a large indoor show with 
easy entrance.; contact Richard Hightower, 78 Emerald Hill, Franklin, NC 28734, (800)-720-9624; e-mail: 
staff@mammothrock.com; Web site: www.mammothrock.com 

 

 

December 10-11ðFRANKLIN, TENNESSEE: Annual show; Mid-Tennessee Gem & Mineral Society (MTGMS), Williamson 

County AgExpoPark (Nashville area); 4215 Long Lane ; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $4, Students $1, Children free; This show 
features items that will fascinate and please every age group. From crystals, geodes, and sharks teeth for the kids to artisan 
& native American jewelry, to mineral and fossil wonders that the discriminating will love. Plus hourly door prizes, silent 
auction, exhibits, and demonstrations such as silversmithing, stone cutting, and faceting. ; contact Mardy Smith, TN 37214, 
(615)-417-1416; e-mail: show@mtgms.org; Web site: http://www.mtgms.org/ 

   

THERE IS NO MONTHLY MEETING IN DECEMBER – 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE IN JANUARY, 2017. 

 
DUES WILL BE DUE STARTING IN JANAURY, 2017. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILY! 

http://www.mammothrock.com/
http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?ShowState=ALL

